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RIEL TRIAL SPECIFIC ASSIGNMENTS:

Research










1. Bio Files (everyone)









20 marks

1.  Who was Louis Riel? Who was Gabriel Dumont?

2.  Life span of Riel and Dumont

3.  Background of Riel and Dumont

4.  Major accomplishments of Riel and Dumont

5.  What was/is the effect of their actions?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2. Character Sketch – (witnesses and Riel and Dumont)








16 marks 


A more detailed biography of your character that emphasizes their role for/against the rebellion.  Your focus question should be “Why will your character be testifying at the trial?”

Maximum 1 page

Note – I will be photocopying these and handing one to the defense lawyers and one to the prosecution lawyers.  If they are handwritten, please make sure that they are legible!

_____________________________________________________________________________

3. OVERVIEW OF LEGAL PROCEDURES (judges)








10 marks

The judges are responsible for:

a. explaining the court procedures to the lawyers and witnesses ( the correct way to speak to a judge)

b. how the classroom will be organized, where they want lawyers and witnesses to sit.

c. making sure that everyone knows the sequence of events in a trial

d. organizing a sheriff, or clerk as needed

e. explaining how they will be organizing the information that they are hearing, ( in what order do they want the witnesses to give their testimony, start with names or dates?)

approximately 35 minutes

4. LIST OF 5 QUESTIONS (witnesses and Riel and Dumont)
10 marks

Based on your knowledge of your character, these are 5 questions that you recommend the lawyers ask you.  They are supposed to help your lawyers either prosecute or defend Riel and Dumont.  You must meet with the lawyers to discuss these and revise if necessary. You must know the answers and practice them!

You must have questions that are relevant to both Riel and Dumont, but it does not matter how many of each.  You may offer more that 5 questions to your lawyers.

5. QUESTIONS FOR CROSS-EXAMINATION (lawyers)
8 marks
These are questions that the lawyers will want to ask of the other witnesses when they are on the stand.  You are trying to lessen the influence of their testimony.

6. 3 POSSIBLE QUESTIONS FOR CROSS-EXAMINATION  (witnesses and Riel and Dumont)




 



6 marks
These are questions that the witnesses think the other side will ask them.  It helps to be prepared for these questions, so write your own and practice them.  Show the questions to Mr. Atterbury in order to get your marks.

7. EVALUATION CRITERIA AND ORGANIZATION (judges)
12 marks
You are going to be listening to a tremendous amount of information.  You must have a way of organizing the information, as you hear it that will help you make a decision in these cases.  Your organization can be a chart, diagram etc., however you must have a method of recording information.  

When you hear the information, will all of it be useful and relevant?  Probably most of it will be, but not all.  You should have knowledge of what the trial is about, what the defendants are charged with and what it would take to prove the case. From this research you can understand what you are hearing in the trial and decide which pieces of testimony will be the most useful.

Write 5 questions that you will use to help in this process. (See the handout Debate Assessment for ideas).

8. OPENING STATEMENTS (lawyers)


12 marks
Lawyer must complete an introductory speech which outlines: the witnesses they will call in their favour; the weaknesses of the opposing side's case; and the major arguments of their own case.  This statement will be given at the beginning of the trial.  It must be complete, but not so long and detailed as to confuse everyone.  Be very specific about what you will be proving and then make sure that you do so.  The opening statement is the same as a thesis statement in an essay.  Practice!!!

9. CLOSING STATEMENTS (lawyers)

12 marks
Lawyers write a closing statement which: summarizes the arguments in favour of their case; explains the weaknesses of the other side's arguments and witnesses; and if necessary gives a recommendation on sentencing. Lawyers should write this conclusion before the trial by anticipating what will happen, but they should also leave room on the conclusion to add details which may emerge during the trial.  In other words have a very good draft version, but be able to make changes at the last minute. Practice this statement.

